9-20 Connect Group Lesson

Welcome
Opening Question: Who is someone that was an example or mentor to you?  Why were they someone you looked up to?

Word

Works
Read Luke 9:18-26
1) What question does Jesus ask His disciples? Why is this an important question?
2) What are some of the answers (about who Jesus is)?
3) What is Peter’s answer?
4) What hard teachings does Jesus give His followers in verses 21-22?
5) Read verse 23 again.  What does it mean to deny yourself and follow Jesus?
6) What is the importance of the choice to follow (or reject) Jesus?
7) What else stands out to you from these verses?

Digging Deeper
1) Jesus talks a lot about obedience and sacrifice.  Why is it important that we remember these teachings?
2) It is essential that we realize that Salvation is by faith alone, apart from works.  At the same time, there is the expectation that true faith will produce a change of direction and actions.  Read the following verses and comment: Ephesians 2:8-10, James 2:18-19, 2 Corinthians 5:17, and Ephesians 4:20-24.
3) Why is it important to remember that Jesus not only saved us out of sin, but He also saved us into a new life?
4) What practical ways can we learn to follow Jesus better?
5) If we follow Jesus faithfully, there will be times when we must make a break with the world around us.  What is the problem of thinking that we can follow Jesus without making changes or sacrifice?
6) What other examples of following Jesus stand out to you from Scripture?
7) What are some of the benefits of truly following Jesus?  (Matthew 19:27-30).

Works
Pray for one another.  Pray for opportunities to share the Gospel.


